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Name:
Petko Hristov

Position held:
Director of IEFSEM - BAS
PhD in Ethnology, Associate Professor in IEFSEM – BAS

Contact:
IEFSEM-BAS
Moskovska str. 6-A
Sofia 1000, Bulgaria
tel.: +359 2 805 26 11
e-mail: petko.hristov@iefem.bas.bg
hristov_p@yahoo.com

Main fields of research:
labour migrations on the Balkans;
the construction of social networks among trans-border migrants;
family and kinship;
the construction of identity with the help of culture and traditional religiousness;
political anthropology

Language competences

Self-assessment
European level
English
Russian
French
Croatian
Serbian

Education, qualifications, grants and fellowships:
Degree obtained Years Institution
Habilitation 2005 Ethnographic Institute with Museum

at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
Ph.D in Ethnology 1989-1992 Ethnographic Institute with Museum

at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
MA in Ethnology 1981-1986 Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski" - Department of History
Post – graduate
courses

1988 Sofia University "St. Kl. Ohridski" - Chair of Ethnology

Understanding Speaking Writing
Listening Reading Spoken interaction Spoken production

C 1 proficient C 1 proficient C 1 proficient C 1 proficient B 2 independent
C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 1 proficient

B 1 independent B 1 independent B 1 independen
t B 1 independent A 1 basic

C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 1 proficient
C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 2 proficient C 1 proficient



Professional experience:
from 2015 – Director of IEFSEM – BAS
from 2005 - Associate Professor in the Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with
Ethnographic Museum at BAS [till 2010 - Ethnographic Institute with Museum at BAS]
Historical Anthropology Department

Participation in projects (selected):
1996-1997 Participation in Bulgarian - Austrian project on "Bulgarian Kinship Structure in Its
Historical and Contemporary Perspective”, headed by Karl Kaser
1998-1999 The team leader of an Ethno-Pedagogical Program for high school students in the
Ethnographic Museum - "The Key to Granny's Chest of Drawers".
2000-2002 Implementation of the individual scientific project: “Family, Kinship and Territorial
Communities in South Slavic Villages and the Ritual Maintenance of their Ideological
Cohesion”, supported by RSS/OSSF, Grant No.: 974/2000.
2005 Individual scientific program “The Labour Migrations (Gurbet) on the Balkans”,
including three-month fieldwork in Republic of Macedonia, founded by Macedonian Ministry
of Education and Science.
2006-2007 Participation in the collective project “Dynamics of National Identity and
Transnational Identities in the Process of European Integration” (CER 2006-051), funded by
Jean Monnet Action, Support for Study and Research Centers 2006, Program of the European
Commission, headed by Elena Marushiakova
2007 Participation in the collective project “Routs of Ivan Hadzijski” of Institute for social
values and structures “Ivan Hadzijski”, funded by Ministry of Education and Science (NSF),
headed by Petar-Emil Mitev
2008-2009 Implementation and leader of the bi-lateral scientific project: “Dynamics of Labour
Mobility on the Balkans”, founded by Ministry of Education and Science in Bulgaria and
Macedonia, headed by Petko Hristov and Biljana Ristovska-Josifovska. Project partner –
Institute of National History, Skopje
2009-2011 Chair of the bi-lateral scientific project: “Migrations and Identity: Historical,
Cultural and Linguistic Dimensions of Labour Mobility on the Balkans”, supported by
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Romanian Academy in frames of the Agreement for
Equivalent Non-currency Exchange. Project partner – Institute for South East European
Studies, Bucharest
2009-2014 Chair of the bi-lateral scientific project: “Mobility and Identity: Historical, Cultural
and Linguistic Dimensions of Labour Mobility on the Balkans”, supported by Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences and Serbian Academy of Sciences and Art in frames of the Agreement
for Equivalent Non-currency Exchange. Project partner – Institute for Balkan Studies, Belgrade
2012-2014 Chair of the bi-lateral scientific project: “Cross-Border Mobility in the Danube
Areas – Historical, Cultural and Linguistic Dimensions”, supported by Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences and Romanian Academy in frames of the Agreement for Equivalent Non-currency
Exchange. Project partner – Institute for South East European Studies, Bucharest
2012-2014 Chair of the bi-lateral scientific project: “Shifting Borders in Central-Eastern and
South-Eastern Europe”, supported by Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and Polish Academy of
Sciences in frames of the Agreement for Equivalent Non-currency Exchange. Project partner –
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Warsaw
2013 Individual scientific program “The Labour Mobility and Migration Strategies in the
Conditions of Cultural Variety and Multidimensional Identity – the Case of Bulgarians in



Odessa, South Ukraine ”, including three-month fieldwork in Ukraine, founded by Bulgarian
Ministry of Education and Science.
2014-2016 Chair of the bi-lateral scientific project: “Construction of Identity in the Context of
pan-European Mobility (Ukrainians in Bulgaria and Bulgarian in Ukraine”, supported by
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in frames of the
Agreement for Equivalent Non-currency Exchange. Project partner – “M. Rylsky” Institute of
Art Studies, Folkloristics and Ethnology at National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine

Academic awards
2007 Award for best academic achievement in Humanities from the Union of Bulgarian
Scientists for the book “COMMUNITIES AND CELEBRATIONS. Sluzba, Slava, Sabor and
Kurban in the South-Slavic Village in the First Half of the 20th century”, Sofia: Ethnographic
Institute with Museum, 2004.

Supervision ofgraduate students (BA, MA) and PhD students; teaching at Universities and
high schools(in chronological order):
Post-graduate training and specialization courses:

Year Subjects and Institutions
2007/2008 Course of lectures (30 hours) for Ph.D. students:

“Institutions in traditional cultures and norms of behaviour in the Balkans”,
in Excellent Educational Centre at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

2008-2010 Supervising of Ph.D. thesis “Contemporary Labour Migrations of
Albanians in Macedonia”
of  Ivaylo Markov at Ethnographic Institute and Museum – BAS.

2008-2011 Lector in educational program for young scholars and post-graduate
students: “European Dimensions of Culture and History of the Balkans”,
funded by Ministry of Education and Science, Operative Program “Human
Resources Development”
[In Partnership with Institute for Balkan Studies at BAS].

2009-2010 Course of lectures (30 hours) for Ph.D. students:
“Institutions in traditional cultures and norms of behaviour in the Balkans”,
in Excellent Educational Centre at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

2010-2012 Supervising of Ph.D. thesis “History of Ethnographic Institute with
Museum”
of  Miglena Atanasova at IEFSEM – BAS.

2011-2013 Supervising of Ph.D. thesis “Folk Religiousness in the Balkans –
Traditional Patterns and Contemporary Practices”
of  Violeta Periklieva at IEFSEM – BAS.

2011-2012 Course of lectures (30 hours) for Ph.D. students:
“Institutions in traditional cultures and norms of behaviour in the Balkans”,
in Excellent Educational Centre at Bulgarian Academy of Sciences

2014-2016 Supervising of Ph.D. thesis “Anthropological Dimensions of the Borders
and Construction of Identities (the Case of the Border region between
Bulgaria, R. of Macedonia and Serbia)””
of Mina Hristova at IEFSEM – BAS.

Academic Teaching Experience:
Universities:



Subject Institution of higher
education

Total number of
academic hours for
the academic years

YEAR

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

45 lectures 2006/2007

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of History and
Law

30 lectures 2006/2007

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

45 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2007/2008

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of History and
Law

30 lectures 2007/2008

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Pedagogics

30 lectures 2007/2008

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

45 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2008/2009

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of History and
Law

30 lectures 2008/2009

Ethnology Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Pedagogics

30 lectures 2008/2009

Ethnography of
Bulgaria

Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2008/2009

Comparative studies in
the border regions of
the Balkans

Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2008/2009

Ethnography of
Bulgaria

Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2009/2010

Comparative studies in
the border regions of
the Balkan

Southwestern University
“Neofit Rilski”
Faculty of Philology

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2009/2010

Anthropology of Plovdiv University 30 lectures 2011/2012



marginal groups “Paisiy Hilendarski” 15 practices &
seminars

Anthropology of
marginal groups

Plovdiv University
“Paisiy Hilendarski”

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2012/2013

Anthropology of
marginal groups

Plovdiv University
“Paisiy Hilendarski”

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2013/2014

Anthropology of
marginal groups

Plovdiv University
“Paisiy Hilendarski”

30 lectures
15 practices &
seminars

2014/2015

Membership in organizations, editorial boards, expert councils, internationalcommittees:
Membership in Professional Bodies:

Institution Position Dates
Union of Scientists in Bulgaria
History Department

Co–Chair 1999 –
Present

International Association for Southeast European
Anthropology (InASEA)

Member 2003 –
Present

Membership in Editorial Bodies:
Bulgarian Ethnological Journal “Bulgarska
Etnologiya”, publication of the IEFSEM-BAS

Editor-in-Chief 2013-
Present

Bulgarian Humanitarian Journal “Diversity in the
Unity”, publication of the Union of Scientists in
Bulgaria

Vice-Editor 2009-
Present

Serbian Ethnological Journal “Glasnik
Etnografskog Muzeja” (Belgrade)

Member of Editorial
Boards

2009 –
Present

Selected personal bibliography:
Book
Христов, П. ОБЩНОСТИ И ПРАЗНИЦИ. Служби, слави, събори и курбани в
южнославянското село през първата половина на ХХ век. София: Етнографски институт
с музей, 2004 (246 стр.) [Hristov, P. COMMUNITIES AND CELEBRATIONS. The Sluzba,
Slava, Sabor and Kourban in South Slavic Villages in the First Half of 20 Century. Sofia:
Ethnographic Institute with Museum, 2004, pp. 1-246]

Editor
Sikimić, B. and P. Hristov (Eds.) Kurban in the Balkans. Belgrade: Institute for Balkan
Studies, 2007 (300 p.)
Христов, П. (съст.) Балканската миграционна култура: исторически и съвременни
примери от България и Македония. София: Етнографски институт с музей, 2010 (332
стр.) [Hristov, P. (Ed.) Balkan Migration Culture: historical and contemporary cases form
Bulgaria and Macedonia. Sofia: Ethnographic Institute with Museum, 2010 (332 p.)]



Sikimić, B., P. Hristov and B. Golubović (Eds.) Labour Migrations in the Balkans. “Studies on
Language and Culture in Central and Eastern Europe" (SLCCEE), Band 18, München-Berlin:
Verlag Otto Sagner, 2012 (196 p.)
Лулева, А., Васева, В., Петрова, И., Христов, П. (съст.) Етнологията в България –
история, методи, проблеми. София: БАН, 2012 (409 стр.) [Luleva, A., Vaseva, V., Petrova,
I. and Hristov, P. (Eds.) Ethnology in Bulgaria – history, methods, problems. Sofia: Bulgarian
Academy of Sciences, 2012 (409 p.)]
Hristov, P. (Ed.) Migration and Identity: Historical, Cultural and Linguistic Dimensions of
Mobility in the Balkans. Sofia: Paradigma, 2012 (368 p.)

Studies
Момата и момъкът в българската народна култура – аспекти на предбрачното общуване.
– В: Етнология. Кн. 3, 1999, София: ДИОС, 61-115. [The Lassie and the Lad in Bulgarian
Traditional Culture – Aspects of Pre-nuptial Intercourse. – In: Ethnology. 3, 1999, pp. 61-115]
За изучаването на празника и за “употребата” му. – В: Човекът и неговото пространство.
Т. 1, 2002, София: ДИОС, 5-65. [On the Study of Celebration and on Its “Use”. – In: The
Human Being and Its Space. Vol. 1, Sofia, 2002, pp. 5-65]
Local Religion and Strategies for Identity Development: Greek Catholics from the region of
Žumberak, Croatia. – In: Monitorish, XV/1, 2013, 19-44 (in co-authorship with Violeta
Periklieva)

Articles
1990 - 2000
Предбрачното общуване в с. Ноевци, Брезнишко, през 20-30-те години на ХХ век. – В:
Българска етнография, 6, 1990, 3-14. [Pre–nuptial Intercourse in Noevci, Breznik Region, in
the 20s and 30s of 20th century. – In: Bulgarian Ethnography, 6, 1990, pp. 3-14]
Снахачеството у българите. – В: Българска етнография, 3, 1992, 3-14. [“Snahachestvo”
among the Bulgarians. – In: Bulgarian Ethnography, 3, 1992, pp. 3-14]
Родителската клетва – регулатор на социалната справедливост. – В: Българска
етнография, 5-6, 1992, 19-33. [The Parental Curse – a Regulator of Social Justice. – In:
Bulgarian Ethnography, 5-6, 1992, pp. 19-33]
Семейните отношения и тяхната ритуално – символна регулация в българската
традиция. – В: Етно-културолошки зборник. Кнь. I, Сврльиг, 1995, 193-203.[Family
Relatinships and their Ritual and Symbolic Regulation in Bulgarian Tradition. – In: Ethno-
Cultural Annals. Book III, Svrljig, 1995, 193-203]
Обредното обозначение на нерегламентираното зачеване в западнобългарската сватба. –
В: Българска етнология, 4, 1996, 62-72.[Ritual Marking of Non-regulated Conception in the
West Bulgarian Wedding Ritual. – In: Bulgarian Ethnology, 4, 1996, pp. 62-72]
Жената – “кучка”. Зооморфните характеристики на социокултурния статус на жената в
патрилинейния брачен модел. – В: Етно-културолошки зборник. Кнь. III, Сврльиг, 1997,
183-191. [The Woman – “Bitch”. – In: Ethno-Cultural Annals. Book III, Svrljig,1997, 183-
191]
Увод в изучаването на институциите в българската народна култура. – В: Сборник в
памет на Татяна Колева. София, 1998, 27-34. [Introduction in the Study of the Institutions in
Bulgarian Traditional Culture. – In: In Honour of Tatjana Koleva. Sofia, 1998, 27-34]
Трънският “светъц” – родов или семеен празник. – В: Българска етнология, 1999, Кн. 1-
2, 117-130. [The Trun “Svetuts” (Saint) – a Clan or Family Holiday. – In: Bulgarian
Ethnology, 1-2, 1999, pp. 117-130]



Култово обоснованата патрилинеарност – Трънският “светъц”. – В: Пиротски зборник,
2000, 25-26, Пирот, 79-88. [The Cultic-based Patrilineality – the Trn’s “Saint”. – In: Pirotski
Zbornik, 25-26, Pirot, 2000, pp. 79-88]
“Дуркината нива” и сватбеният дарообмен. – В: Българска етнология, 3-4, 1999, 56-76.
[“Dourkina niva” and the Exchange of Wedding Gifts. – In: Bulgarian Ethnology, 1999, 3-4,
pp. 56-76]
Ритуализирани форми на предбрачно общуване в българската традиция. – В: Жизненият
цикъл. Доклади от Българо-Сръбска научна конференция, 12-16 юни, 2000. София, 2000,
265-271. [The Ritualized Forms of the Pre-nuptial Intercourse in Bulgarian Tradition. – In: The
Life Cycle. Sofia, 2000, pp. 265-271]
Лиминалността на яловицата (жената – бездетка) в българската традиция. – В: Ethnoses
and cultures on the Balkans. Vol. 1, София, 2000, 254-267. [The Liminality of the Childless
Woman in Bulgarian Tradition]

2001
Ahnenkult in Westbulgarien: das Fest des Schutzheiligen. – In: Brunnbauer, Ulf and Karl
Kaser (Hg.) Vom Nutzen der Verwandten. Soziale Netzwerke in Bulgarien (19. und 20.
Jahrhundert). Böhlau, Wien, 2001, 187-199.
Зачеването в българската народна култура – норми и забрани. – В: HOMO
BALCANICUS. Поведенческие сценарии и культурные роли. Античность.
Средневековье. Новое время. Москва, 2001, 93-98. [Conceive in the Bulgarian Traditional
Culture – Norms and Taboo. – In: HOMO BALCANICUS. Moscow, 2001, pp. 93-98]
Как се “кърпи” булка. – В: Народна култура на балканджиите. Т. ІІ, Габрово, 2001, 146-
157. [How “to Mend” the Bride. – In: The Traditional Culture of the Mountaineers. Vol. II,
Gabrovo, 2001, pp. 146-157]
Граница и/или център (Оброчни места в Трънско, Годечко и Пиротско). – В: Етно-
културолошки зборник. Кнь. VІІ, Сврльиг, 2001, 27-34. [Border and/or Center – the
Consecrated Votive Places in Tran, Godech and Pirot region. – In: Ethno-Cultural Annals.
Book VII, Svrljig, 2001, pp. 27-34]

2002
Use of the Holiday for Propaganda Purposes (the “Serbian” slava and/or the “Bulgarian”
sabor). – In: Ethnologia Balkanica. 6, 2002, pp. 69-80.

- (in Bulgarian) За празника и за неговата “употреба” (“Сръбската” слава и/или
“българският” събор). – В: Исторически архив, год. VІІ, Кн. 18-19, 2009, 94-111.
Селищните и семейните празници – общностни маркери. – В: Обичаjи животног циклуса
у градскоj средини. Друга српско-бугарска научна конференциjа. Београд, 2002, 103-113
[Rural and the Family Holidays – Social Markers. – In: Customs of Life-Cycle in Urban
Surrounding. Belgrade, 2002, pp. 103-114]
The “Ransom” for the Missing Virginity of the Bride. – In: Македонски фолклор, 60, Скопje,
2002, 25-37.
Семейно-родовата кръвна жертва в Средна Западна България. – В: Археологiя та
етнологiя Схiдної Европи: матерiали i дослiдження. Т. 3, Одеса (Україна), 2002, 283-286.
[The Family-Patronymic Blood Sacrifice in Middle Western Bulgaria.- In: Archaeology and
Ethnology in the Eastern Europe. Vol. 3, Odesa, 2002, pp. 283-286]

- (in Bulgarian) Семейно-родовата кръвна жертва в Средна Западна България. – В:
Пиротски зборник, 27-28, Пирот, 2002, 81-89.



- (in Russian) Южнославянские семейно – родовые праздники y обетных крестов.
– В: Живая старина. 4, Москва, 2002.
Семейно-родственото жертвоприношение в регионите на българо-сръбското
пограничие. – В: Българска етнология, 3, София, 2002, 28-48.[Family-Kinship Sacrifice in
the Bulgarian-Serbian Border Regions - In: Bulgarian Ethnology, 3, 2002, pp. 28-48]

- (in Russian) Семейно-родовое жертвоприношение в регионах болгарско-
сербского пограничья. – В:
СЛАВЯНСКОЕ И БАЛКАНСКОЕ ЯЗЫКОЗНАНИЕ. Человек в пространстве Балкан.
Поведенческие сценарии и культурные роли. Москва, 2003, 249-268 [Family-Kinship
Sacrifice in the Bulgarian-Serbian Border Regions. – In: Balkan and Slavic Linguistics. Men in
the Balkan space. Behavioral Scenarios and Cultural Roles. Moskow, 2002, pp. 249-268]
Нормите на поведение и социалното конструиране на пола: полови (gender) особености в
процеса на “наследяване” на ритуалните роли в южнославянските култури на Балканите
през първата половина на ХХ век. – В: Балканистичен форум. 1-2-3, Благоевград, 2002,
66-69. [The Norms of Behaviour and the Social Constructing of the Sex: Gender Specifics in
the Process of “Inheriting” of the Ritual Roles in the South-Slavic Cultures on the Balkans in
the First Half of ХХ Century. – In: Balkanistic forum. 1-2-3, Blagoevgrad, 2002, 66-69]

2003
Гурбетчийството/ печалбарството в централната част на Балканите като трансграничен
обмен. – В: Карамихова, М. (ред.) Да живееш там, да се сънуваш тук. Емиграционни
процеси в началото на ХХІ век. София, IMIR, 2003, 223-234. [Transborder Exchange of
Seasonal Workers (pechalbari) in the Central Balkans. – In: Karamihova, M. (Ed.) Living
There, Dreaming here. Emigrational Attitudes in the Beginning of 21 century. Sofia, 2003, pp.
223-234]

- (in Bulgarian) Гурбетчийството/ печалбарството в централната част на Балканите
като трансграничен обмен. – В: Балканистичен форум, 1-2-3, Благоевград, 2004, 48-54
Никола Пашић и његово деловање у емиграцији у Бугарској. – В: Развитак. Бр. 213-214,
Заjечар, Год. XLIII/ 2003, 113-120. [Nikola Pashich and his work in emigration in Bulgaria. –
In: Razvitak, 213-214, Zaječar, 2003, pp. 113-120]

2004
Границите на “Шоплука” и/или шопи без граници. – В: Сикимић, Б. (ур.) Скривене
мањине на Балкану. Београд, 2004, 67-82. [Frontiers of “Shopluk” and/or Shops without
Frontiers. – In: Hidden Minorities in South-Eastern Europe. Belgrade, 2004, pp. 67-82]
Сравнителното изучаване на граничните региони на Балканите – проблеми и
перспективи. – В: Етно-културолошки зборник. Кнь. ІХ, Сврльиг, 2004, 83-88.
[Comparative Study of the Border Region in the Balkans: Problems and Perspectives. – In:
Ethno-Cultural Annals. Book IX, Svrljig, 2004, pp. 193-203]
Празникот на пустото село (Слики от ритуалниот процес во Р. Македония и Р. Бугариjа).
– В: Македонски фолклор, 62, Скопjе, 2004, 105-122. [The Celebration of the Desolate
Village (Pictures from the Ritual Process in R. Macedonia and R. Bulgaria. – In: Macedonian
folklor, 61, Skopie, 2004, pp.105-123]

- (in Bulgarian) Курбанът в напуснатото село (Картини от ритуалния процес в Р.
Македония и Р. България). – В: Иванова, С. (съст.) Етнически и културни пространства
на Балканите. Сборник в чест на проф. д.и.н. Цветана Георгиева. София: УИ “Св. Кл.
Охридски”, 2008, Част 2, с. 127-145



“Neither Dead, Nor Alive” – The Status of the “Marginal” Person in the South Slav Tradition.
– In: Symposia. Journal for Studies in Ethnology and Anthropology. 2, 2004, Craiova
“Нито жив, нито мъртъв” – социjална смрт у бугарскоj народноj култури. – В: Кодови
словенских култура. Београд, 2004, 281-288 [“Neither Dead, Nor Alive” – The Social
“Death” in Bulgarian Traditional Culture]

-“Ни жив, ни мъртъв” – социалната “смърт” в българската народна култура. – В:
Балканские чтения, 8, Москва, 2005, 98-106

- (in Bulgarian) “Ни жив, ни мъртъв” – социалната “смърт” в българската народна
култура. – В: Етнологията вчера, днес и утре. Сборник с доклади от научната
конференция в чест на доц. Николай Колев, Велико Търново, 2005, 402-410

2005
Конфликтът между обичайната практика и модерната законова норма в
постсоциалистическото българско село. – В: Всекидневната култура на българите и
сърбите в постсоциалистическия период. София, 2005, 186-196 [The Conflict between
Traditional Practice and Modern Law in the Postsocialist’ Bulgarian Village]
Places to Exchange Cultural Patterns: The Market and the Piazza for Hired Labour in Sofia. –
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